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Weddell seals beneath a hole in the sea ice;
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extra processing power required tos
=% exceedingly complex acoustic signals. The Top:
- - Predater Antarctic Research Programme (TPA)
has established passive-acoustic monitoring of
Type-C killer whales in the Ross Sea to gain a
«. better understanding of their ecology and social

s N

structure.

~ The iconic inhabitants of the Great White South
have fascinated multiple generations of scientists,
explorers, and enthusiastic citizens, many of
~whom caught the ‘Antarctic bug’ from an inspiring
teacher or public speaker. The value of flagship
species such as whales, seals, and penguins is
‘immense, not just for scientific research, but also
for raising awareness for marine conservation and
for promoting the responsible stewardship of one
of the last wild places on Earth.
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Killer whale among the sea ice, McMurdo Sound; Map showing the Ross Sea region Marine Protected Area in relation to NZ and Antarctica;
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A curious young Weddell seal swimming in a tidal crack in the sea ice of McMurdo Sound;
photo: R. Eisert, University of Canterbury/@TPAonlce



